This volume was donated to LLMC 
to enrich its on-line offerings and 
for purposes of long-term preservation by 


Hawaii State Archives 


REPORT 


COMMISSIONERS OF PUBLIC LANDS, 


HAWAIIAN GAZETTE 009S PAINT.—7371 


REPORT 


OF THE 


COMMISSIONERS OF PUBLIC LANDS. 


Honolulu, February 15, 1896. 


TO THE PRESIDENT: 


Sir:—The Commissioners of Public Lands have the honor 
to submit the following report of the transactions of their 
office, from the date of their appointment, Sept. 7th, 1895, to 
Jan. 31st, 1896. s ” 2 

Owing to the interruption of all business occasioned by the 
cholera epidemic, it was practically impossible to proceed 
promptly with the work of the Commission, and the ist of 
November, 1895 may be said to be the date at which the Public 
Lands with all the accounts, records, etc., were definitely in 
the hands of the Commissioners, to be dealt with under the 
provision of the Land Act, 1895. Previous to this date collec- 
tions from leases, sales, etc., of Government Lands, formerly 
in control of the Interior Department were continued for con- 
venience through that office, the full management of the former 
Crown Lands being with the Commissioners of Public Lands. 
` After the date of Nov. 1st, the Commissioners assumed the full 
charge of all Public Lands, except those which by Part I of 
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Land Act were iniended to remain in tue control of the Min- 
ister of Interior, and for the purpose of more clearly defining 
such lots and lands in certain important localities the follow- 
ing understanding was had with the Minister of Interior. 


Honolulu, H. L, October 11, 1895. 


For the purpose of clearly defining what lands in certain 
localities are to remain under the management and control of 
the Minister of Interior in compliance with Section 2 of Land 
Act 1895, it is hereby specified and understood that all Govern- 
ment Lands named in the schedule below, shall remain under 
the control and management of the Minister of Interior, sep- 
arate and apart from those in charge of the Commissioners 
of Public Lands, but not meaning hereby te affect any other 
lots of land in other localities which are clearly intended by 
law to remain under control of the Minister of Interior. 


SCHEDULE. 


In vicinity of Honolulu. 


Ist. All Government lots and lands within the tract which 
is bounded on the east by west ridge of Manoa Valley from 
the Koolau range to “Ualakaa” or “Round Top,” then by 
straight line to 8. W. angle of Punahou Pasture, then by Puna- 
hou St, Waikiki Road, road passing Moehonua premises and 
beach road to sea. 

On the west bounded by the top of the west slope of Nuuanu 
Valley from the Koolau ridge to foot of Nuuanu ridge below 
Judd St. thence around the foot of ridges to Kalihi boundary 
and down Kalihi boundary to the sea, but reserving, however, 
to the Commissioners of Public Lands the land of Kapaloa in 
Panoa, and Kamookahi and Kuwiliwili in Kapalama, all of 
which are agricultural lands under leases, from the formér 
Commissioners of Crown Lands. 
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2d. All that portion of the land of Kaneloa now under 
lease to the Kapiolani Park Association. 


In the vicinity of Hilo, Hawaii. 


ist. All Government lands within the tract lying between 
the Wailuku river and the west boundary of Ahupuaa of Waia- 
kea, and extending from the sea to the lower boundary of 
Piihonua lease to J. T. Baker, and a line S. 45 degrees E. true 
from said lower boundary of Piihonua to Waiakea Ahupuaa 
west boundary. : 

2d. The four acres reserved from Waiakea lease for Gov- 
ernment purposes, andtalso the land of Makaoku which in- 
cludes Cocoanut Island. 


y In Lahaina, Maui. ~ 


All lots used for any pubic purposes, and land below the 
main street (makai) in vicinity of the Market, landing, etc. 


(Signed) J. F. BROWN, 
Agent of Public Lands. 
(Signed) ` J. A. KING, 


Minister of the Interior. 


As soon as possible sub-A gents were appointed for the more 
important land districts, and are now acting in the discharge 
of their special duties as here given. 


Mr. E. D. Baldwin........ For the ist Land District 
Mr. Chas. Williams........ For the 2d Land District 
Mr. J. Kaelemakule........ For the 8rd Land District 
Mr. ©. P. Taukea.......... For the 5th Land District 


The last named serving also as Chief Clerk in the general 
office of Public Lands. 
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The appointments of sub-Agents for the fourth and sixth 
land districts, and of the Rangers contemplated by the Land 
Act, will be made at an early date. 

The important question of the best form of accounts and 
general records for the Agents’ office and for the various sub- 
agencies, has received much thought and suitable books for 
these purposes have been prepared and are now in the hands 
of the sub-Agents. 

The necessity for careful preparation for these accounts and 
records, will be evident from consideration of the numerous 
systems with which the Commissioners are to deal, viz:— 

General leases, with annual, semi-annual and quarterly rent. 

Lands sold on time payments with interest accounts. 

Homestead lots under former Acts with part payments and 
interest accounts. 

Cash freeholds under Land Act 1895 with interest accounts. 

Right of Purchase leases. 

Homestead leases with records of inheritance, improve- 
ment, ete. 


SURVEY WORK. 


“ In pursuance of the purposes of the Land Act, surveying 
work has been pushed as rapidly as possible, although such 
work is necessarily slow and expensive. Most of the Public 
Land available for agricultural purposes and more particu- 
larly for coffee planting, lies in heavy woods and brush where 
every line of survey and every division line of lots must be 
laboriously cut through, not only entailing much expense in 
such cutting, but preventing the use of various surveying 
methods which conduce to rapid work on clear ground. _ 

Satisfactory progress has been ‘made, however, and in the 
Hilo district an aggregate of 1400 acres in addition to 288 acres 
taken up by Messrs. J. W. Jones and others under Section 24 
of Land Act, has been laid out into 27 lots which will be shortly 
offered under the terms of the Land Act. This work was com- 
pleted by Mr. A. B. Lobenstein, who is now engaged on a tract 
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of several thousand acres ‘between Waikaumalo and Maulua 
in N. Hilo, and which it is expected will soon be in shape to 
offer under the Land Act. 

With a view to the applications which had been made for 
homesteads, Mr. ©. V. E. Dove was instructed to survey the 
valley of Waimanu, Hamakua, Hawaii, and his survey and re- 
port on same is now in this office. The available land in the 
valley is about 250 acres all of which is practically wet land 
suitable for taro or rice. A'small tract of about thirty acres at 
Pouhala, Ewa, Oahu, has also been subdivided, such subdi- 
vision including with each lot of Kula land a small lot of taro 
land. 

A considerable number of persons have signified their desire 
to obtain Homestead leases on these tracts, Waimanu and 
Pouhala, but it seems desirable to await, possibly changes in 
the Homestead lease system of Land Act before these tracts 
are offered. 

Mr. W. A. Wall has recently been engaged on a survey of the 
Government Lands of Waiaha and Haleohiu in N. Kona, 
Hawaii, but bis report and plans are as yet not completed. It 
is the intention of the Commissioners to push the survey of any 
suitable lands in Kona, and as soon as possible bring the same 
under the operation of the Land Act. 

In connection with the matter of surveys it is proper to refer 
to the very difficult matter of roads in connection with new 
lands laid out for settlement. 

Much of the best Government Land lies at a considerable 
elevation, frequently over 1000 feet above the main roads. To 
connect these tracts with the main road below and to continue 
lines of road to and through the tracts laid out, presents a 
peculiar difficulty. i 

If proper grade lines are taken for the various roads required, 
such lines will be of considerable length and will of necessity 
be over a route that cannot be used until some expenditure has 
been made, at least to clear the line in question. If a more 
direct and immediately available road is laid out, it means in 
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general a grade which should not exist, and which will later 
be the source of much dissatisfaction. Nor will the construc- 
* tion of new lines of main road however desirable, or however 
well built, meet all the requirements of the case. Only a por- 
tion of the land laid out can lie along such roads, and there 
will still remain lots which must be reached by branch roads 
and trails. After much consideration of this matter, it seems 
a reasonable proposition that the Commissioners of Public 
Lands should have at their disposal a moderate sum, say $5,000, 
to be expended in their discretion on what might be called pre- 
liminary roads or trails, and which could later be improved 
to any necessary extent. The lines of such roads or trails 
should be carefully considered, and only such expenditure 
made as seemed absolutely necessary to any use or develop- 
ment of the lands concerned. The reasons for placing a sum 
in the hands of the Commissioners are evident. 

They are called upon to lay out lands for settlement and must 
know where roads and trails will be made before such work can 
be properly done. 


Even a rough pack trail would enable applicants to get upon 
the land and give them some assurance as to future line of road. 

The Commissioners are best informed as to the location and 
need of such branch roads'or trails. 


The amount expended in opening lands would be a fair item - 


to be considered in appraising the value of lands put upon the 
market. 


It is difficult to estimate the amount and nature of the land 
which will in the next two years be available for purposes of 
Land Act, the matter of classification being especially difficult. 

AS an approximation, however, the following table may have 
value. It is intended to cover lands not under lease, or under 
lease with reservation for settlement, also lands under lease 
to expire within the ensuing two years. 


It does not include a certain large area of high forest land 


unclassified, and a large amount of land which must be deemed - 


waste. 
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AMOUNT OF LAND AVAILABLE WITHIN NEXT TWO 


YEARS. 
AGRICULTURAL BLAND. PASTORAL BLAND. 
ISLAND. 
Ist. Class. | 2d. Class. | 8d. Class. | 1st. Class. | 2d Class. 
Acres. Acres. Acres Acres. Acres 
(Wet Land) | 
Hawaii. ...... 80,000 20,000 800 16,000 28,000 
Maui.... . .... 8,000 3 . ¿280 11,000 6,000 
Molokai .... .... Mow ca Ataa ahel, a SES 3,100 18,000 
Oahu ..... 2... 150 cs Ravan de eni 500 Aea Sas WERE 
Kauai... nerelere pisses BOO), Wise ial Xo oaa a 
l 88,150 20,500 530 80,600 52,000 


The following list shows lots taken up under various former 
systems now held subject to conditions of improvement and 
cultivation, and upon which patents may be obtained when full 
payment has been made and all conditions fulfilled. 


106 Olaa Settlement Lots.............. 13265 Acres 
47 Olaa Reservation Lots............. 482 “ 
15 Kaimu and Waiakolea Lots ...... 140 . “ 
59 Puukapu Lots ......... 0... cee eee 933“ 

366 Homestead Lots (under Homestead 

ACE). Fae odd eB E nals a eE 5800 j 
66 Lots on Special Conditions........ 4680 “ 
Mota oroin tis a a A AE Was 25800 =“ 


Active steps will be taken to see that all conditions under 
which these various lots are held are complied with, and such 
forfeitures will be made as are plainly and justly required in 
the public interest. Tt is not anticipated, however, that such 
forfeitures will be more than a small proportion of the‘ total 
number. 


The estimated receipts on account of the above lots for next 
two years will be found in table of estimates hereinafter given. ` 
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The following sales of Public Lands have been made by the 
Commissioners to date. 


2 lots in Waiahole, Koolau, 7.85 acres.............. $ 660 00 
4 “Kaupo, Maui. 240.29 oc einas 720 85 
5 “ Puna, Hawaii, 550.00 “ .............. 1,650 00 
1 lot in Ponahawai, Hilo, 288.00 ©“ ......... .... 1,152 00 

1086.14 acres. $4,182 85 


Of the above lots all with exception of Waiahole lots were 
sold 6n time payments with conditions of cultivation and im- 
provements. The lots in Kaupo and Puna were sold in com- 
pletion of transactions begun previous to appointment of the 
Public Lands Commission. 

The lot in Ponahawai, Hilo, was sold under Section 24 of the 
Land Act to the four lessees of the Ahupuaa of Ponahawai, on 
their surrender of all of the remainder of said land, of which 
remainder 1400 acres are now laid out for settlement. 

Numerous applications for lands have been made to the 
Commissioners but such applications are informal, in being 
made for unsurveyed tracts, and should come through the sub- 
Agents as required under the Land Act. The necessary forms 
for applications, declarations, Right of Purchase leases, and 
Cash Freeho|ds are now in the hands of the printers, and will 
when completed, be forwarded to sub-Agents for immediate 
use. 


LEASES. 


In accordance with provisions of Section 20 of the Land Act, 
notice has been given to various tenants “that it is the inten- 
tion of the Commissioners to reserve at the expiration of their 
leases, all lands not heretofore under cultivation in cane, for 
such uses as the Land Board may hereafter decide; and that 
-the land heretofore under cultivation in cane will be available 
for purposes of a general lease.” The policy here indicated, 
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will be continued by the Commissioners in the case of other 
expiring leases. 

The following new leases and extensions at advanced rates 
have been made: 


Fish pond of Pouhala, Ewa, for 15 yrs at........ $ 160 pr yr 
Fish pond of Ualapue, Molokai, 15 years at...... 55 
Kahei, Kohala, Hawaii (extended 1 yr. from Nov. 

DV SOG) sine 2 datecode. a ay ose area oS ETE 10385“ 


Old rental $200 per year 

Kaauhuhu, Kohala (exten. 1 yr. from May 1, 1897) 1200 
Old rental $250 per year 

Kahakuloa, Maui (extended 1 yr from Jan. 1, 1897) 400 
Old rental $300 per year 

Puuanahulu, Hawaii (1 yr from Nov. 20, 1895).... 200 “ 
Old rental $159 per year 


$3050 00 


Increase of rental on leases extended 1 year, $2150 00 


LAND REVENUE. 


The receipts from the Public Lands from September 7, 1895, 
to January 31, 1896, was $27,778.94 derived as follows: 


FRONTS goose dasa a a aaa beeen $25741 21 
Homesteads ............000 eee 1056 15 
Land Sales ............... eee eee 592 71 
Interest 0.0... poore e eue ea a 383 87 
Oce HOES 0b odes nv eigen anaiei 5 00 


It should be noted, however, that for a period of nearly two 
months, from September 7, to November 1, 1895, the Interior 
. Department continued the collections of all amounts due on 
former Government Lands, pending the transfer of the ac- 
counts to the Commissioners of Public Lands. 
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Of general leases at the date of this report, there are now in 
actual operation 199. The annual rentals from which amount 
to $88,967.77 or $178,000 in round numbers for two years 
Distributed by months, they show as follows: 


January senri Fale we-etinens Beevers $ 9,801 52 
February ois ces sconces vteuseees 6,254 10 
March: trutas nat e/eae eo ees 5,772 00 
AP esi soe leg esata We diate KATSE RRA 7,866 75 
May ei eis oh atta etna. 4,608 16 
JuhE re acetals ao sldral aces eee ae 10,489 50 
July bee hed Maced Oly w tet Rie thee 13,487 13 
ACI RUSE aooe a a ote Rated 5,888 10 
September ..........6.. cece ee 5,636 00 
October aie ara sda vid bes 8,116 75 
November .......... ccc cee eees 4,858 26 
December ............. 002 eee 6,289 50 

Total 12 months.......... $88,967 77 


It is estimated that the increased rentals from leases expir- 
ing during the next two years, and from lands now available 
for the purposes of General Leases under Part V of the Land 
Act, will not be less than $15,000. 


The following is the estimate of the receipts from the Public 
Lands for the two years ending December 31, 1897: 


RENTS. 
General Leases ..........-.....00- $178,000 
New Leases ...........0......005 15,000 
Olaa Leases ........... 00. e ee eee 16,000 
Special Homestead Leases........ 1,000 
Right of Purchase Leases .......... 1,500 
Rents due and Unpaid ............ 4,000 


$215,500 00 


F 
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LAND SALES. 


On Time Payments, previous Sales... . $6,300 


- Sales under the Homestead Act...... 3,500 
Olaa Lots, Land Act 1895............ 8,500 
Cash Freeholds, Land Act 1895...... 2,000 
$20,300 00 
Interest —.c044cnebb ede oe ae Gules kee 4,000 00 
Office Fees as t5hic gas ins vee Saxeaee i 1,000 00 
Total Receipts for two years..... $240,800 00 
EXPENDITURES. 


The total expenditures from Sept. 7, 1895, to Jan. 31, 1896, 
under the operation of the Land Act was $5,894 94, classified 
as follows: 


SALARIES. 
Land Agent ...............0008- $1,191 65 
Clerk Hire ................00e- 1,343 50 
$2,535 15 
OFFICE EXPENSE. 
Printing oes seee bes ed be ed ee ew bes $474 85 
Advertising ............ cece eee 271 55 
Stationery seeni eot cece eee eee 220 36 
Office Furniture .............0.06- 158 00 
Incidentals (including traveling ex.). 504 71 
$1,629 47 
Survey and Field Work ................ ` 1,280 82 


Total® peresen eiken i teens $5,395 44 


et tg ee, 
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REQUISITION FOR THE TWO YEARS ENDING DE- 


z 


CEMBER 31, 1897. 
SALARIES. 


Agent Public Lands .........-...60065 
Chief Clerk and sub-Agt. 5th Land Dist.. 


CLERK HIRE. 


Assistant Clerks 


1 at $125 per month..............00 06s $ 3,000 
1 at $40 per month ........... 2... eee 960 


PAY OF SUB-AGENTS. 


First Land District................45. $1,500 
Second Land District ................. 730 
Third Land District .................. 730 
Fourth Land District ..............05. 730 
Sixth Land District .................. 730 


PAY OF RANGERS. 


First Land District .................. $720 
Second Land District ................ 720 
Third Land District ...............24. 720 
Fourth Land Disrtict ................. 720 
Fifth Land District ...............000- 720 
Sixth Land District .................. 720 
INCIDENTALS. 


Including Printing, Advertising, Office 
and Traveling Expenses ............ 


$3,960 


4,420 


4,320 


4,000 


15 
SURVEY AND FIELD WORK. 


Surveyor and Draughtsman, Honolulu, 


$100 per month ............0. eee eee $ 2,400 
3 Surveyors on Field Work at $200 each 
per Month asrdagina asana ees 14,400 
Field Expenses at $450 per month...... 10,800 
27,600 
Total Requirements 2 years........ $55,100 


This estimate of the requirements of the Commissioners of 
Pubic Lands for the two years ending Dec. 31, 1897, has been 


carefully considered with reference to the amount of survey 
work which will be necessary to open up lands for settlement, 
and to the increase in the duties of the various employees under 
the Commission, as such lands are taken up. 

The appropriations under Clerk Hire, Pay of sub-Agents, 
Pay of Rangers, Incidentals, and Survey and Field Work, 
should be made by the totals given under each head; in order 
that the Commissioners may apportion the same in the interest 
of economy and efficiency. 


[s 
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The expenditure of the full appropriations asked for, will 
depend upon the nature and extent of the demand for Publie 
Lands, but the general interest shown in the Land Act, and the 
numerous inquiries and applications made to date, warrant 
the belief that the ensuing two years will be a period of 
marked activity in the settlement and development of Publie 
Lands. 

Respectfully submitted, 


J. F. BROWN, 

L. A. THURSTON, 

J. A. KING, 
Commissioners of Public Lands. 


